
Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Tuesday 2 January 1979, page 3

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article136972855

NZUFO
sightingsalertairforce

WELLINGTON,Mon-
day (AAP).- The Royal

New ZealandAir Force
strikesquadronhas beenput
on standbyto

investigate

any furtherpositiveUFO
sightingsoverthe country.

A Defence spokesman
saidto-

nightthatone or two Skyhawk

fighter-bombers

wouldtake off if
the WellingtonAirportradar
pickedup morepositivesightings

that"lookedas thoughtheycould
be

interesting".

A UFO was sightedoverthe
north-west

of the SouthIslandlate

on Saturdayand earlyyesterday

morning

andit wasfilmed

by an
Australiantelevisioncrew. The

filmhas alreadybeen
screened

in
Australiaand Britain. [CTC-TV
showedit lastnight]

"We do not
consider thereis a

defencethreat",a Ministry
spokesmansaid tonight."But it's
all very

interesting".
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The Wellington Airportradar
pickedup severalunexplained

sig-
nalsin the

ClarenceRiverareaof

the SouthIslandon Saturday

night.Strange lightswereseenat
the sametimeby an Argosy

freighter

on a
newspaper

run with
the televisioncrew aboard.

Melbourne's Channel0 tele-
vision stationsaysits filmis the
best

documentedsightingof a
UFO so far.

The Argosy pilot, CaptainBill
Startup,saidtoday,"It was spec-
tacular.

I haveneverseenany
thinglikeit in 23 yearsof

flying",

He saidthe mystery objecthad
apparently trackedhis aircraft.

Earlyyesterday
a Safeairpilot

flying the
Wellington-Christ-

church-Wellington
cargo flight,

also reportedsightinga brilliant

whitelightoff the
Kaikouracoast

at the sametimeas
Wellignton

Airportradar operatorslogged
what one described as "double

sizedblips"on their
aircraft-con-

trol screens.

Air-traffic controllersin Wel-
lingtongot moremystery blipson
radar screensearlytoday.Con-
trollersdescribedthemas lesspro-
nouncedthan some other recent
indicationsof

unidentified objects
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over Cook Strait.

In the earlyhoursof
December

21, another Safeaircrew sighted

airborneobjectsthey couldnot
identifyin airspacewhichthey
weresupposed

to haveto them-
selves.On the ground, Wellington

air-trafficcontrolpickedup five
"verystrongradartargets"

in an
area wherenothingshouldhave
been.

MELBOURNE:Televisionre-
porterQuentinFogarty,32, said
yesterday

the
sighting

of an un-
identifiedflyingobjectoverNew
Zealand's

east coastat the week-

end was "an
emotionally

and phys-

icallyupsetting experience".

He saidthatas the
objects came

closer he noticedone was saucer

shapedwitha perspexdomeand
anotherwas egg-shapedwith
whitelightsmovingat

"fantastic

speeds"aroundit.
"Thewholefeelingwas thatwe

werein theirdomain",he said.

"Weweretheonlyplanein New
Zealandairspaceat the time.
Theyseemedin controland aware

we werefilming.

I don'tthinkthey
weregoingto harmus".
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MELBOURNE:The mystery
disappearance

on October21 of
CessnapilotMr

Frederick Valen-
tich,20, who radioedthathe was
beingbuzzedby an objectwith
fourgreenlightsoverBassStrait

has not beensolveddespitea
large-scale

sea and land search.


